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| PHIL. 3.15, 16. 
Let 14 therefore as many 45 be perfef, te thu minded : 
reveale even this unto you.” 


Nevertheleſs, whereto we have already attaived , Let 
walk ty the ſame rule , let » minde the [7 ſame 


as, 


hz and this- Church 


and if in any thing ye be otherwiſe minded , God | 


 Chriſtand his People make| Ct 
up but one Chriſt, Fond one| 


alem ab C: 
Fayerunpe if room 
' neither ' {oimnlineſ 


e.to:allure 


- -cheloveofthoſe that behold 


it Ks, _ Smength to ſubdue the power of thoſe thar 
W152] 

| And in thisl by aaa 
Curious he cemratiten. by ſonuch the:greater 
1s the deformity and dangerof-any'breach:r 
\wherher by Hereegwhich uatierh the bond o 
=. 
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Brotherly Reconci lietion. 


Faith » or by Schiſme which breaketh the bond of 


f Sifura pt 0: 


thing mote contrary to the aature' of the Church, 


ers, 


love. Chriſt is-* a Prixce of peace,and his Church 
a Kingdom of peace, When he 4came 'into the 
world he brought peace with him, and-yhen he 
departed, hee left it behind:him- there is no- 


nothing more aavaztagions'to the cnemics 'of-it, 
nothing doth more tempt Hypocrites to forſake it , 
or Stragers to deſpiſe it , then the d:Rractiors 
and differences.whictrare fotnebted within it. 

_ What ſad &reaches are crept into the Church 
of God intheſe Nations, $6 man-but he that is 
a ſtranger in 1ſyaz7; rhardwellerhat the Antipo- 
des canbe ignorarit of; hat great reaſon there is 
to have ſad and' 'monrnfull” thoughts of heart for 
the .4/v:fons 'of Reubey", for the differences and 
diſtractions which are amongſt us,every good man 
doth eaſily apprehend 3 How much it is z7cum- 
bent _ thoſe whom: —_— het calleth heal- | 

Lia. 3: 71 to: purt9: their helghe-bh,8 to pre- 
vent further adn and zo Se brebiies 
of  $/07 again, 'It ts: needleſs for me to prove. 
Since therefore ſo.long\a5-we know but 71 part, afid 
propheſie but in part, /it'cannot be but rhaesbdre 
will be variety of jadgements in the ChiurehyHave 
deemed: 'it not- mncongruous or unbeſeem- 
ing this preſent ſervice, to. open unto. you: our of 
theſe words of the Apoſtle,ſuch an heavenly way 
of calming and: cilying differences, : as. that no 
common Andvertarie of our Religion or proſpert- 
tie may: make any. uſe of them- againſt 


ys, | EEE 
The. 


| F = : 
E-? Brotherly Reconciliation. 


| The Apoſtle having ver. 3-.werned the; Philigpi. 
ans to take heed of Dogs|, and eurll poxters, wha 


- 


_ 


endeavoured to corruptthe Doctrine bf the Go-. 
ſpel by mingling Circumeifion and other Legall 


Obſcrvances therewith, ſhewing that though he. 
had as. many Legall Preuledges to rejoyce ln as any! 
of them, yerhe caſt themallaway, and ra 
them Loſe and, dung... tor the excellency off the. 
kzowledge. of Chri$t; and his intereſt in-himandhis, 
righteouſneſs & the communion he;had with him. 
(in his death-and ReſurreCion, 3. Hethen! proceeds! 
eth*ro'cxhort.the Church: jo imitate bis examples; 
to prefer /Ghrif}- above g1l.,, ropreſſe forward urs 
rom6re holineſsand perfetion, and tn cale of deft 
ferences of- judgment, to wait in-the: uſe of cmagns! 
upon God by his-Word'and  Spiric to_revegle his! 
| counſel, further unto; them ,.. 21d. by: their; holy: 


ons might expoſe them untog ;;.j <4 5, 219 

Govt 607 Tec As many as fe perfet 13 Thee: .is } 
a double periectinn, perfection, and perfertia par} 
tric,” pertetion atrainable-in!our way to Heaven, 
and perfcioniexpected in our heavenly comntyy It 
[elf,oppoſed unto the other, as the whole to the 
part. VVhenthat which is; pette& is:come , then 
that which;is in/parr ſhall-be dgne aways;E Cerck 34] 


| perfection; that habit of :@rig1natl: wſtice whereby! 


- EXCEPtea 


eAdan was enabled exadtly to,perform; that.obc-} 
dience which in the Law written in bis heare Got 


required of him, arid-thus 3d tan; Chriſtonl) | 
A : : : 2 ” 


lives, loUing:affeetions, and; wxted evds tg preventy 
the danger, which qtherwiſenthetdifferengopini-j 


10. Pertcdion 2 the way i5/3Yp 4old;s 71: Credted| | 
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| Brotherly Reconciliation. 


excepted, hath ſince the fall been a perfe&man, 
Eccleſ, 7.29, 2; Reſtored and Evangelicall perfe- 


Hen. And this again is -rwofold , /perfetion of 


Iztegrity and fincerity,' perteCion of parts, as the 
childe hath all the parts of the Parent, and the be- 
liever as ſoon as regenerated hath all the members 
of the new man, grace for grace wrought in him. 
And perfection of maturity or proficiency, perfection 
of degrees, as Beza here rendreth the word by 
Adaulti, men grownup utnito a greater meaſure of 
ſpirituall knowledge and grace. As many then 
as arc ſincere, upright, and humble hearted, how 
great a progreſſe” ſoever' they have made in the 
grace and knowledge of God, muſt yer all of 
them be thu niimzaded. Ir is nota precept_belong- 
ing unto babes onely, but Apoſtles and Prophets 

and the bol:eft of ſaines muſt be thus minded, muf 


| rexounce all carnall confidence , all ſelf-perfor- 


| mances,muſt ſuffer the lofſe of all, and eſteeme 
himſelf a great gainer by the bargaine , to win 
| Chriſt, muſt acknowledge his own zmperfe#107,and 
be ſtill contendrng-unto more holineſs, 6 

bi x} erm £Tipes g29rein JIf any of yon be fe 0 carnal, as 
through the cann1ng of falſe Teachers,and through 
 7gnorauce and Unacquaintance with our ſelves, 
or with Chriſt, are ſeduced to- think otherwiſe, I 
doubt not but he who hath already called you , 
will reſcue you out of the hand of ſo dangerous an 
Ervour, If by Faith and prayer you attend upon 
the word of truth, and yeild up your ſclves to be 
taught thereby. | aur 3.4 


who us HipMionggo]. Neverthelels , whereunto we 
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have already attained , let us walk, or,we ought 
|to. walk, &c. fo the words are an Exhortarro 
| grounded on the tondition, whereby the former 
promiſe is limited. If we be carefull to' walk | 
1n obedience and love , according to the light| | 
which already we have received , 'thg Lord will 
reveale more of his will unto us, «ſg the light 
we have, wilt be a very ready means. for the ob- | 
taining of mote. | | 
nd aur 1361 xarin, | To walk by the ſame Rule, | Ordines mili- 
there ſeemeth to be a double Metaphoricall Ally-| min exerci- | 
fiep inthe Originall words, the one to. a Mlita- | paſſim voce | 
xy march, wherein a Souldicr kceps his proper | *#x# 4190». 
rank and ſtation. ,and obeying rhe Order and Rule 
which his Commander _ The other to an 
agonifticall or athleicall Ryle, wherein was| pj, «2. 
drawn a white Iize by which che running of —_ oo 
the horſes was to be guided, as the tearned ML 
Civilian Petrus Faber in the ſecond Book of his A- | 
goniſticon hathobſerved. This Ze or Rule in 
{our Chriſtian race is the word of God, the Rule 
of Faith, Love, and a Chriſtian life , called 
walking 7 the Spirit, Gal. 5. 16. walking ac- 
cording to Rule, Gal. 6.16. 
| awdorigensy | The ſame with being Tv, I;he 
'*:nded , of one accord, of one judgement. Let 
not the perfe# deſpiſe the weak, Ler notthe weake|. 
judge the perfect, but {; 5 i$9z 5x4, 10 theſe fun- 
damentall articles wherein we all agree in that 
commos ſalvation unto which we al conrend, let 
the-p:ety of our lives in walking by the ſame rule of | | 
Faih and love, the «zity of our judgment, the cox-| | 
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 Bratberly Regoncilzation. 


cord of our aftc&ions, the concurrence of ous ends , 
our conſcnr and delight, in the ſame- trurh ( all 
which arc intimated in the words 7$4v73 gperdiy 


our own Conſciences,. that in our differences, 
Chriſt notwithſtanding 7s zot- drvided, but that, 


plery, and Pers of the Church is ſtill preſerved, 
and let theſe things tikewife prediſpoſe and quali- | 
fie our hearts to admit of the revelation of further 
truth our, of the word, and ſo make way to the 


lwhich is. either inconſiſtent with the -7-4tb , 


Let all this declare to. the Church of .God and to 


amidſt the varicty of our -Opinions , the puriry, 


' reconciling of thoſe diffexences which are, yet a= 
' mong{tus, This Itake in bricf to be the ſcope and 
meaning of the text. EG, 
| Wherein we- have 1. The difference 7tey | 
Adultos & ſeduftos in the Church between per- 
fe# Chriſtians, and Chriſtians ſeduced, 2. The| 
variety of judgements: and Opinions, which by rea- 
ſon of that difference may grow. 3. Theri he | 
way of reconciling | thoſe . differences, Rad 
that is : | 

x, An humble ſubmiſſion of judgement, and 
willing attendance inthe uſe of means upon di- 
vine teaching, God ſhall reveale even this a 
you. He wil lead his people into all neceſſary 
truth, and give them all rhings requiſite to. lite 
and godlinels. | 


metall-Dodtrines wherein the diſſenting parties 
doe all agree, which may be the meaſre and 
rouch-ſtone of all other Doctrines, to hold nuthin 


2. To have an is 5io5u/2b, ſome main funda- | 
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Brotherly Reconciliation, 


or unbeſecrting the 2/ajeſty. of that foundatis 
on. - Oe, 

3. 7 ariel avi, To walk exactly and in 
order according to the _ wherein we agreqz 
not to break our 744, or deferr our ſtation, contrg= 
ry to the Rules which we have received. So tht 
two things are herein implyed. 1. Piety of life, 
to live an{werably to the truths we know..: 2. $6- 
tr;zty, moderation and prudence of Spirit, to ſerve 
God in the place and condition wherein he hath. 
{etus, and accordize to the meaſure of the Rule 
which God hath difrribilied to us, 2 Cor. 10. 13. 


| 


That neither by an unſuitableconverſation we be-. 
ly the truths we hold , nor under any pretence | 
of ſervice we breake forth to attempt any thing in 
the Church beyond the place and ſtation where-| 
in God hath fetus. 

4. To hold the truths wherein we agree 77 love, 
unity, and conſtancy, for why ſhould nor .the 
| many truths wherein we agree, teach us to joyn in 
love, whichis: a. Chriſt;az duty , rather then the 
few opinions wherein we diſagree, cauſe breach in 
affection, which at beſt is an humane 7nfirmity > 
The word here uſed 29 in the uſe of Scrip- 
ture uſually noteth not a bare ratzozall and intel- 
Ieuall act of the minde, but judicinm prafii- 
cum , ſuch a judgement as hath an order unto 
praftice,. which 1s the ſame with Sapere, to have 
'4 ſavoury reliſh of truth ,and fo to apply the minde 
unto it, as Matth, 16. 23, 5 veis Te 75945, Thou! 
ſavoureſt 'not the things that be of God, Rom. 
$.5, 6. 74 Tis opus pporsr,@ce They that are after- 
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Brotherl Reconciliation. $ 


the fleſh, doc mind the 1 things of che fleſh; A 
they that are after the Spirir, the things of the 


| but in the main, to agree with one another in the 


Spirit; for to be carnallyminded is death, bur to 
be Spiritually minded is life and peace , Col. 3. 2. 
If yeberiſen with Chrift 74 4» operein, ſet your 
affections, have your mindes upon things above, 
Phil. 3. 19. 74 n= gporerres, who minde earthly 
things , whoſe hearts, ſtudies, inclinations , affe. 
&ions are earthly and brutiſh, We are not 
therefore barely to think the ſame things where- 
unto we have already attaind , to affirm them : 


' ſame Ends and deſigns ,that is, when we hold the 


{fame generall truths, in ſo holding 7b v7 epordv, tg | 


have the ſame purpoſes, to purſue the ſame inten- 
tions, to carry on"the ſame deſigns of glorifying 
God, edifying the Church, and ſaving one ano- 
cherthereby. Theſe are the four excellent ways 
which the Apoſtle in this Text preſcriberh to re- 
concile Controverſics , to cloſe up Diviſions , tv 
reduce calmneſs and ſerenity upon the face of a 
diſtracted and dilacerated Church. _ 

We have briefly opened and analyſed the | 
| Words, Let us now take a ſhort review of them 
again for our further inſtruQion and benefir. 


I. Wemay oblerve 4 difference which the A- 
poſtle makes amongſt the Members of the Church: | 
ſome ſtrong, ſome weak, ſome perfes, ſome ſeduced, 
ſome liſtning to Paul, and others to the <p 6" 
As on the ſame foundation, fome parts of the 
png may be Marble and Cedar, other - 

| | at 
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Brotherly Reconciliation. | 9g | 
Lath and Tearing , ſome ſtrong, and others: ruj- 
nous. As inthe Heavezs, ſv inthe Hoyſe of God, |- 
ſome Stars differ from other Stars in glory, 1 Cor, 15, 
[4 . He who hath the fulzeſs of the Spirit,and'a.re- 
(idue ro give ſtill unto him that lackerh, doth yet | 
blow by his Spirit where he Ii#eth, Joh..3. 8. and| 
aruideth to every one ſeLerally as he will, 1 Cor. 12, 
I1, yet alwayes #474 ps7&%a meaſure only of know. 
ledge, of faith, of grace, of every needfull gift, 
Rom. 12.3. which the Apoſtle calleth the meaſure | 
of the gift of Chriſt, and the meaſure of every part, | 
Epheſ. 4. 7, 16. unto which meaſure there will | 
ever, while here we are , be ſomething lacking, 
x Thel. 3. 10, they who have moſt , have not a 'r,ut.1.15,40, 
fulneſſe, except comparatively , and reſpeCtively to |67- 
ſome ſpectal ſervice, as Zachary, El:zateth, Stephen, —_— 75 
Barkabas and others are ſaid to have been full of v1. 24.43. 9. 
| Faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, Otherwiſe the beſt| Tit-3: 6 
mult ſay, as our Apoſtle here doth, zot 4s though! 
Thad already attained, or were already perfe , tut 1, | 
follow after, and reach forth, and preſſe forward. 
Some have need of milk, others of ſtrong meat, 
ſome tates, others of fuller age , ſome unskiIfull in; | 
the Word of Righteouſneſs, others ſexſes exer- 
ciſed to diſcern good and evill, Heb. 5.12,13,14. 
Some Fitches, fome Cmmmin, ſome Bread-corn , Ila. | 
28. 27, 28. ſome have knowledge, and others weak | 0 
conſciences, 1 Cor. $.7. ſome are firſt born, and | 
they have five talents, a dou4le portion of the Spirit, | 
| as Eliſha had, 2 Rep. 2. 9. Matth, 25. 15. others 
are yonger Children and have lower abilities , 
who therefore have not ſo. large a ſtock, vor 197 
noble 


[ſtrength do perform work, others by reaſon of in- 


| the ſtrong by the weak may be provoked to edifi-| 


the fulncſs of the head may be admired. 


thus judge, the more thy gifts are , the greater 
-mult be thy ſervice ro the Church of Chriſt here, 


ee —————_ 
* 


| Brotherly Reconciliation. | 


noble a ſervice. Some Children by reaſon of cheir 


fancy and infirmity do only make work, ſome arc 
for the Schoole , and others for the Cradle, ſome 
for the Feld, others for the Coxch, ſome for duty, 
and others for Cure, and yet all Childrey, With 
ſuch admirable wiſdome hath God tempered the 
body that there might be a variows love amongſt the 
Members, in the ſtrong to the weak 4 lowue of care, 
in the weak to the ſtrong 4 love of reverence, that 
the ſtrong may learn to reftore the weak, and the 
weak to ;mitate the ſtrong, that by thoſe who fall, 
the ſtrong may learn to fear; and by thoſe that 
fand, che weak may learn to fight; that the weak 
by the ſtrong may be provoked ro emulation, and 


cation : that they who ſtazd may be for the praiſe | 
of Chriſts power and grace, and they who fall for | 
the praiſe of his patience and mercy, and thar in the 
varteryof different ſupplies unto rhe Members , 


Let not thoſe therefore who have more eminent 
gifts ſuperciliouſly overlook & deſpiſe their inferi- 
our brethren-, For who hath made thee to differ,or why 
doft thou glory as if thou hadt not recerved it 2 rather 


and the greater thine accompts at his tribunall | 
hereafter. R 

And again, Letnotthoſe who have nor ſogreat 
a meaſure, envy or maligne the gilts of others, for 
it is God ba made them to excell, and why 


—_  — — — —— 


— — VOADS——<v ene A ER IC 


is. 


w 
$7 
>. 
q 7 


| 


Brotherly R econcs/tation. 
is thine eye evil, when thy CMafiers 15 good > rather 
thus codes , the Head cannot GG the foot, 1 
haue xo need of thee , and the beſt way to zmprove, 
and increaſe the gifts of God, is with humitir 
and uprightneſs to :mploythem. The Apoſtle hat! 
ſpent one whole Chapter upon this argument 
co perſwade Chriſtians from azbrotherly cenſures 
of one another upon difference of judgement in 
ſmaller things, Rom. 14. preſſing this duty by ma- 
ny reaſons. 1, God who is the Judge recerverh 


rences , therefore. they ought not mutually 
ro caſt one another out of their own favour, verſ. 3. 
2. Our brother is anothers ſervant , and not ours , 
therefore we ought not to make our will or judg- 
ment the rule © 


will keep him in ſervice and from dangerous falls 
as well as us, verſ. 4. 3» He walketh according 
ro the Light and perſwaſion of his heart, ſo that his 
failing 15 erroneous only, bur nor pertinacious, ſo 
long as he dorh reverence light, and reſolve that 
his heart ſhall at reproach him, he is docile and re-| 
ducible by any clear conviction, his heart is God- 
ward, though he do ſometimes miſs his way , 
verſ. 5,6. 4. We mult all be accomptable to 
4a Common Lord, and have thereupon work enough 
' of our own to doe, and therefore ought not to 
make others accomptable unto us,we have none of 
us dominivn over our ſclves, therefore not over 0- 
thers neither; ver.7. we have a Lord,who dear 


| 


; purchaſed the dominion over us,and 


before ares 


C 2 cribunal 


mer into his favour notwithſtanding their diffe.. 


is, ( ſervants ſhould have no will { y.qe non vi- 
of their. own, but their Lords) ſince God can and jdentur qui cb- 


ſequuntur im- 
perio patris vel 
Domini Di. 
geſt, de Regal. 
Juris. leg. 4. 


£ 


of Ehriſtian charity , grieving and endangering 


' Kingdom. of God, Righteouſyeſſe, Peace, Foy 17 the 
| Holy Gbo#t ( which are the things which render 


'We miniſter occaſior of falling, ftumHing and of- 


| our Literty by making it a ball of contention, when 


whatever be the differexces amongſt true believers, 
who agree in the great things of Gods Kingdom, 


rity of our love, who doth not reap any benefit by 


Brotherly Reconciliation. 


We — 


tribunal we muſt all give an account of our ſelves, 
verſ. 8,9, 10, 11,12: 5, By judging , defpi- | 
,and offending one another,we break the rules; 


the ſouls of our brethren, verl. 13. 15. we expole| 
thoſe good things wherein we agree unto reproach, 
verſ. 16. and prejudice the great things of. the 


us acceptable to God, and therefore ſhould make us 
approved of one another ) by our uncharitabe alrerca - 
tions in fmaller things, verſ. 17,18. We hinder 
the peace ard eaification of one another, verl. 19. 


fence to our weak brother, ver.20,21, We abuſe 


we might enjoy it within our ſelves , without any | 
ſuch danger, ver. 22, We go about to extargle 
our weak brorher by inducing him to a&X doxtting- 
ly, and without a warrant and perſwaſion of the 
Grinkich of what he doth, ver. 22,23. So then 


the frog ought not to deſpiſe the weak, nor the weak 
to judge the ſtrong, neither ought to hurt, grieve, 
wound, offend the hearts of one another, in as 
much as we are all fellow ſervants to one common 
Lord, who will judge us all, andinas muchas we 
are owed by that Lord, and accepted, the weakas 
well as the ftrong, who doth not ſo much value us 
by the degrees of our - 4yowledge, as bythe ſince- 
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|" Brotherly Reconciliation, 


derneſſe of the+.weak' brother -thar- errs., then 


of Chriſt, and think of' himſelf as the Apoſtle 
Paul here did. | 


fleſhly confidesce in any performances of our. own, | 
in onr moſt zealous and blameleſs. converſation , 


they are good in gezere Vie as paths to Heaven, 
not in gezere cauſe, as proper cauſes on which we 
may depend for ſalvation. Hethat living in the 
Country hath a rich Office given him freely in” the | 
Ciry, muſt travell from'rhe Country to the City | a $andi viri 
if he will enjoy it , but. he muſt nor aſcribe the, 910alriuspud 
enjoyment of it ro his. own journey, but to his Pa-j Had woes 
trons bounty. We muſt be dead 1n our ſelves! tciunt, eo ſub» |. _ 
if we will be alive by the life of Chriſt , 'we guſt |*%iv5 indignos 
ſuffer the: loſle : of 'all , and: eftecm it an EX- | hendunc , quia 
cellent, bargain for the gaining of him, we muſt 
not eſtabliſh our own righteouſneſs, if we. will be (C4 00:7 le 
found in his; the 4earer any ſoul comes unto! God, ipiis latebar, in- 
the more'it learns ro abhor. it ſelf, by hrs 1;ght diſ- wer _ 
covering its own deformities. The þ Angels cover cap. 1 * 
their feet and: their faces, c Moſes exceedingly | b 1s. 6:2. 
tears, 4 Elias wraps his head in his Mantle, the, ; qo 15.13; 
fe Prophet Iſaiah cries our I am undone, and: holy | e Iſac6, 5. | 
| b: 


3 


I 


the difference of our ſervices, but is pleaſed and 
glorified by the uprightnefs of :our. hearts, yea 
poſſibly 1s riors pleated with the coaſcronatle Tten-| 


with the confident and inexpedicnt; 1:Zerty of the 
ſtrong brother who-doth not crre. 

IH. We may here note whercin the perfe#/02 of 
a Chriſtian ſtanderh, vrz. in 7579 9699, To.think | 


{ 


x. To ſhake offall ſelf pinion of our owne 
righteouſnefs,- all morall preſumprions.. and | 


| 


ceunt virturum 


| ſeeſſe de pie- 
dum proximi 
| [uci 6 unt quic» 
bt 
{ veniuar, Greg, 


'c Heb, 12, 1h 


Fob 


Pe mma 


b " w 
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g Plin, paneg- 


 ThGreg moral. 


lib. 19, C. 4. 


i Augede Cv. 
dci lib. I ge. C. 
27, 


I Rom. 1 2. ts 
m1 Cor.6.19. 
Deo dicata 


tibitemeritate 
uſurpes--- an 


| 90. Se:m. 8, 


f Job 43. 5,6-|Fob, Mine eyes ſeeth thee, therefore I abhor my 


- 2 Cor. 5.14- | 


membra nulla | 


mm... 
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ſelf, the greater our approaches and acquaint- 
ance is with God, the lower our thoughts will be 
of our ſelves, the Stars diſappear-when the Sun 
riſeth, Though Heaven be high, yer the more; 
there is of Heaven in the ſoul, the more humble 
and low iris. Mountains muſt be level'd to make 
a way for Chriſt, As they Orator ſaid of Trajay' 
Te ad (ydera tollit humws, that his walking on the 
ground raiſed himin the eſtimation of his people 
unto Heaven, we may ſay of an heavenly ſoul, 
Te ad bumum (lum deprimit, the more heavenly, 
the more in the duft. ut b deo placet ſibi de ſe nil re- 
Linquit, the more we ſtudy to pleaſe God,the more 
nothing we arc in our ſelves, 

2. Torejoyce inthe Lord, and in his rightcoul- 
neſs alone, I will make mention of thy righte- 
ouſneſs, of thine ozely, ſaith the Plalmiſt, Pſal. 71. 
16, All mine own1sas a mezxſtruoxs cloath : ſo true 
is that of St. Auſtiz, 2 Fuſtitia noſtra potiza in remiſſ;- 
one peccatorum conStat, quam in perfefttone Virtu- 
tum. 
| 3. To have colnmunion and conformiry to Chriſt 
in hisdeath and reſurrection by zxchoate holineſſe,by 
'mortifying our earthly members, & glorifying God 


in an heavenly converſation. #The love of Chriſt cox- 
Rraining us to dye umo fin, becauſe he died for it , 
| togive our ſelves 1 Living Sacrifices unto him who 
was pleaſcd to give himſelf a dzizg Sacrifice for us. 
For our m 0w# we are zot,but histhat boughtus,z as 


cnim fine gravi Sacrileg'o inuſus yanitatls aflumuntur, B:rp. ia. Pfal. 
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Brotherly Reconciliation. 15 
he Civil Law faies that a redeemed captive is n Digeſt.de 
captivis8 poſt- 


his that bought him/Pper modum pignoris , though '1; 5.0037 Pot 
not per modum mancipij, till he can reſtore the price Sc, 7, | 
by which he was redeemed. This we can never} 
be able to doe, therefore we.mult ever be the ſer- 
vants of him that bought us. # 

4. To be alwaies ſo tenderly affeted with the 
Senſe of our owt,manitold imperfe1ons, and —_ "4 
ing ſhort of the glory of God, that thereby our |? 
hearts may be the more inflamed , by an heaven- 
ly ambizzon and noble purſuite, to preſs forward | 
in the uſe of all holy means ,,zto more zeerpeſſe and; 
intimate communion with the Lord Chriſt. The| 
Lord is pleaſed here in the Church nulicant, in. 
the land of temptation, by ſuch ſlow and lender; : 

- ea « Aug. de S;i- 

progreſſes to renew his fcrvants, a Ut fit quod; ric. & vir. cap. 
petertibus largiter adjiciat, quod confitentibus Clemen-julk. | 
ter rgneſcat , as «Auſtis exccllently ſpeaks , that | 
there may ſtill be a reſidue of Spirit and grace 
| wherewith abundantly to anſwer the things which}, 
are deſired, and mercitully to pardon the fins that| T_ m—_ 
| d1iplicjat quod 
are confeſſed, that every month may. be ſtopped|es, & vis ad i 
from its own prailes, and opexed in the praiſes ofjpervenire 
God, from whence it cometh to paſs that che pores 


ſervants, being alwaies 4 difpleaſed with their| ſutficir, periſti 
Auz.de veib, 


preſent imperteCtion , do preſſe forward unto that] 7 Eeuntt 
whereunto they have not yet attained ;: like the|; In renaſcenti» 
waters of the SayAuary trom the ancles to the loins,| 5 remitiun- 
the waterof life within them never giving over| cbus mine 
flowing, untill it ſpring up unto eternal life, Fob. ond 4ug. | 
7. 28. thatthoſe fins which in our c juſtification ery <= | 
are remitted, may be ſodaily in our Sar8fication| cap. 16, | 
weakned 


- C* 


- 


| 


duas EpPelag. 'peccare preaceptum . in Celo premium. 
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weakned and diminiſhed , that at laſt in our ſal- 
d4ug. Contr. | Uation they may be utterly removed, d Hic- enim 
| In this 


I” IPR—_ > 


. > | lifenottv finne is ovr duty, in the next it ſhall be 
merit. & Re- /Y ; ef 
mil, lib.2. c-7, our reward and glory, Thus as Chriſtnever gave; 


8, 13. 15,de | "EE |: , : 
parſe@. Taſtis OVET his work on Earth, till he had brought tt to] 


cap. 5.8. 


a conſummation, Joh. 19. 13. nor will give over his 
work in Heatez till that likewiſe be pronounced 
conſummate, Rev. 16.17.21. 6. For he miuſt reign 
till he bath put down al authority and power, 1 Cor, 
I5. 24. that he may ſave to the uttermoft thoſe that 
come unto God thorow him, Heb. 7. 25. ſo the ſer- 
{vanes of Chriſt reſt not in any palt performances, | 
are zot weary of well dotwg, but labour to' pe-fe3 ho- | 
| lineſſe inthe fear of God 3 as by repentance they 
break off their ſinnes and ds zot fiziſh them, ( of 
which we read, Day. 4. 24. Jam. 1.15.) ſo by a 
continual progreſs of Sanctificarion they labour to 
increaſe more and more, 1 Theſ.4.'I. to grow tn, 
knowledge and in grace, 2 Per. 3. 18.till they come! 
to be perfe men, and to that meaſure of the ſtature. 
of the fulneſſe in Chriſt which he hath intended j 
for them , that they may be compleat 73 him, and | 
filled with all the fulzeſſe of God, Ephel, 4.13. Col. | 
2. 10, Ephef.3.19. thus as inthe body, ſo in the 
ſoul, Hunger is uſually a f1gn of health, and the! 
greater our preſent perfe&tion is, the greater will | 
be our longings after more perfe#709. No man in | 
thoſe dayes was nearer God then Moſes was , and 
no man ever made, if I may in a ſpiritual ſenſe 
ſv call it,. 2 more ambitious prayer then Moſes 
[did, Exod. 33.18. I teſeech thee ſhew me thy glo- | 


ry . 
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Brotherly Reconciliation. 
ry, As Aiſalom when he was brought from baniſh- 


ment, aſpired higher to'come 1nto his Fathers 
preſence, 2 Sam. 14.:32. ſo the ſoule when it is 


acceſſes unto God , Rom. 5. 1,2. Pſal. 42. 2. In 
[theſe things conſiſteth the higheſt perfeCtion at- 
tainable here, in Remiſ{3on of fin, in the gift of 
Righteouſneſs, in conformity tothe death and Reſur- 


once delivered from the thraldom of ſin, is ill | 
more & more ambitious of neerer approaches and | 


re&ionof Chriſt, inan humble and penitent appre- 
| henſfionof our own failings, in rezouncing all carnall 
confidences , and in aniunportunate and ndefatigatle 
contention unto more grace and glory. 

HI. In that the Apoſtle faith, 1f i any thing 
Je te otherwiſe minded, viz. touching Legall Rixes, 


crine of Chriſtian perfection, and the weakneſs } 
of your preſcnt graces and attainments, the Lord | 
will in due time out of his Word, and by his Spi-! 


attendant upon his tcaching, reveal the ſame un- 


to you. We may from hence learn, .Thar in the 


beſt ages of the Church: there have been, and 
therefore we cannot expect bur that there ever 
will be, varieties and differences of judgment a- 
monsſt the Members thereof ; 1. While we kyow 
Lut in part, and propheſie bur in part, 2. dc of 
there /is difficultie-in the diſquflition of truth, 

3: Weakneſſe of judgement in men to make that in- 
quirie, 4. Careleſpeſſe to. try the ſpirits , and ro 
prove all things”, 5. Prevalency of ſome: Zuſt or 
ſpirimall 1ztereft darkning the mind; and cntang- 

- D 


and Moſaicall Ceremonies, or touching the Do- (; 


” \ . 
ling 


| rit, if you- be carctull in the uſe ot means, and 
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es By ling the judgment. 6. Credulity in attending un- 
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| 


to talſe Teachers 5 7. Itching ears, affeCting and. 
hankering afxer novell ſuggeſtions, 8. A toogreat| 
Reverexce to the perſons of men, having them in 
admiration, and giving our ſelves up by a blinde 
obedience, and implictte faith unto their hands , 
9. While there is ſleeprzeſſe and inadvertency in 
the labourers, 10. Cunning and Seaulity in the ad- 


a Euſeb.HiRt.l. 
F. C.22423,24. | 
b Euſcb, lib, 7. 
cap.3,4. Cy-' 
prian. Epiſt, 
70,71,7 2,73, 
7457 $376, 

'£ S2zemen,|,7. 
C1 4,1 5, 

d S2zom4l. rec. 
16. Niceph, 
lib.14.cop 47. 
e Cyril. ad 


\ Euoptium E* 


iſcopum, 
Baron, Anno. 
372:S.&, 15-- 


29, 

apud Aug, Ep. 
$.--19. | 
h Hieron. A po- 
log, advyerſ, 
Ruffin. 

4 Uſſheri Gor- 
{chalcus,p.38-- 


| & Epiphan, 


Hzr. 68, 

| Fox Martyr, 
'To. 3. p. 147, 
m Troubles at 


LS 


| about ir. When we remember the angry diſſentions 


Frankford, | Maries m dayes between the Engliſh Proteſtants in 


verſaries. 11. Unweariedneſſe in circumambulati- 
on and ſuperſeminazion of the envious man, we 
cannot expect but there will be 7: £74pas Qporoun Th , 
men that will not in all things agree with their 
brethren , we cannot wonder to fee ſome Corne in: 
the field of the Church ſmutted and mildewd , and 
kept back from maturity by the twiſting of weeds 


between the © weferyn and Eaſtern Churches in the 
caſe of Eater, the ſad differences + between the 
Roman Church , and the Africa» and other 
. Churches, in the buſineſſe of Rehaptizatror: in the 
daics of (yprian , the dolefull c - diſſentio;s be- 
tween Chryſoſftome and Epiphanius breaking forth 
into mutuall imprecations, the great breaches in 
many famons and ancient Synods , the differences 
of {amp between Cyrill and Theodoret, Baſel 
and f Damaſw,. s Auten and Hierom, h Hierom and 
Ruffinus, i Rhemigius and: Hincmarms, k Peter of | 
eAlexandria and HMiletim, when they were both 
in priſon and Confeffors for the truth : and of late 
yeagg.in the dayes of Ed. 6.. between 1 Ridley 
and Hooper, afterwards Martyrs , aud in Queen 


CX11C 
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Brotherly R econciliation. 
cxile for true Religion; nay when we conſider that 
a Barnabas and a Paul had there contention, «AF, 


I5.39- That a Peter and a Barzabas had there 
diffimulation, Gal. 2. 11, 12, 13. That the Apo- 


ſtle hath rold us, that there would be ſome in' the 
|Church who would build upon che foundation fl 
Ter and gold, and others Hay and ftubble, 1 Cor. 3. 
12. that ſome were for Paul, and ſome for «Apollo, 
and ſome for Cephas, and others for none of them 
all, bur for Chriſt without their help, 1 Coy, 1.11, 
(x2, That our Saviour hath ſaid, neceſ] ary it is that 
| offences come , Marth. 18. 7, and the Apoſtle 
there must te Hereſies or Secs, 1 (or. 11. 19, zthat 
the victory of truth, che malice of Satan, the hy- 
pocrifie of men, the conſtancy of the perfe&, the 
| frailty of the ſeduced, the compaſſion, and pari- 
ence of the Lord may be diſcovered, well may we, 
as our dury is, wiſh, and pray, and projed for uni- 
| ry inthe Church ; but till Saran, and all the Ene- 
mies of the Church be chained up, and the mem- 
bers thereof have atrained unto their full ſtature, 
there cannor be cxpe&ted ſuch an univerſall| 
| conſent of judginents, andharmony of Do&trines 
| even amongſt good men themſelves , as ſhall 
; notadmirt of fome varictie and diffonancy. 

IV. In this caſe of unavoidable differences 2- 
monglt my men, there ought ro be mutuall chari- 
ty, meekneſs , moderation, rolerance, himanity | 
| ufed, zo0t to Juages Hope reject, inſult over vale 
| another, notto deale wich our weaker brethren, | 
imagins ſed 40008004651 as with aliezs, buras with | 


n Cyprian de | 


unitateEcclef, 


Origen, costra 
C:iſum1.z, 
Aug. ep. 1og, 
de, Civ. dei lib. | 
16.C. 3. 
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| - ! rejection, anathematization , 4ut to reftore thoſe 
i I} ; | Nzzian, Prat. that are overtaken withany Errour with the ſpirit | 
"uh 1 0:00:37:3% of meekneſſe. The eApoHile ſuffered ſome things 
a Tis crxorepizs, the exigences' of the Church re- 
! quiring it, which in other cafes they did not al- 
by low, they allowed Fewiſh:Ceremontes , ſome time 
} and leiſure for an honorable interment. We finde 
Optatws forcing even upon the Doxatiſts the name 
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wp 64 


| ; | þamy ws "* |of Brethren. It was grave advice of Gregory 
i F © | Ngz/anzer in ſuch diſputes, 3135 ve tra nxiowfo, £O 
| | declineall exaſperations, touſe all meckneſs and 
2 condeſcention, fo farre as'our duty to truth will 
# give us leave, that ſo thoughwe cannot reconcile 


the judgements, yet we may gain the affefiions of 
Jad brethren. Iris noted of Bafil that in the con- 
Nazian, Ocat. | troverlic — the holy Spirit, he forbore 
ot " all unwelcome words, and phraſes, whereby the 
Þ contrary minded were exaſperated, and the un- 
| | ſtable ſtartled and made jealous , and uſed ſuch 


Li | milde inſinuations as might win and confirm men 
[| in thetruth. + - 
| | For. a' more particular ſtating: of this 
point. Ler us 1. diſtinguiſh of Op:z:oxs.- Some 
arc in the Foundation, in thoſe neceſſary Doctrines 


"nd | upon which the Houſe of God is built, 1. Cor. -3..9, 
F | to. Heb, 6.1. Matth. 7.24. the Errors contrary 
'' wherereunto are pernicious and damynable, 2-Pcr. 
0 64) 2; I. Some are only inthe ſuperſtrufien which do 
— I not ſo ery touch the vitalls and eſſentials of Re- 
bi! ligion,which are not fide: but queſtionum, as Auſtin 


ſomewhere diſtinguiſheth. Such were in the A- 
—_ --|} poſtles time diſputes touching, meats,and. dr/nks,and: 
*% | dayes,, 
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ayes, and things indifferent ,. Rom. 14. 5, 6. and 
in vur dayes touching Forms of Di[cipline and Gower- 
ment in the Church, wherein men abound in their 
own ſenſe, with meckneſs, and with ſubmiſſion to / 
the ſpirits of the Prophets. *E 

2, Wearelikewile to diſtinguiſh, of perſozs.,| 
fome are Seducers,who out of pride,cnmity againſt 
the Dodrine which is according unto godlineſs, 
carnall ends,defire of advantage and domination, | 
do ſow tares in the Church , and labour to cauſe! 
rents and diviſions therein. - Such were Hymezew, | 

| Philetus, Diotrephes, &c. Others are Seduced peo-' 
ple, whothrough ignorance and credulity are led 
away captive by the cunning craftineſs of thoſe, 
who lte'm1 wait to deceive, 2 Tim. 3. 16. Eph. 4. 
14. Again ſonic are pions, meek, and peaccable| 
| men, others are of turbulent and tumultuating 1pi- 
| rits, who love to kindle lames, and:to foment di- 
viſions, and ro fiſh zz troubled waters.. Foachim, 
\ Camerarius in the lite .of Melanahon complainerh 
of the faction-of Flar:us Iyricu upon this accompr 
who loaded with challenges and reproaches as 
betrayers and deſerters of the truth , All who  Camecar, de 
were not as flagrant and vehement as themſelves, i 117 PRnPpi 
contrary to the meek temper of that good man,' pag. 353. & 
who would have all things which might without 335. 
wickedneſs and with a good conſcience, be en-| 
dured , rather then new wounds. to, be inflicted 
uponthe Church of Chriſt. 

Theſe things being premiſed , we conclude 5; 
't. That there can be zo Syncretiſme or Accom- 
modarion incaſe of differences, where the differ- 
: ences 
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"IN 2. Though the differences be not prima facte, ſo 
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ences arc. aq4inft the foundations of Faith , Wor- 
ſhip, Obedience, and Holineſs, there can be zo 
agreement between light and darkneſs, Chriſ aud Be- 
Lal, damnable Hereſies, and the Doftrine according 
wato godlineſs, 2 Cor. 6. 14.17. I Cor.10. 21, we 
muſt depart fromthe impurity of Hereticall Syna- 
gogues, 1ſa. 52. II. Gal.1.8, 9. Hereticks arc to 
be admoniſhed, and in caſe of pertinacy to be yre- 
jefed, Tit. 3. 10. therefore there may be no bro- | 
therly concord or coalcſcency with them : bur ſe- | 
duced perſons are to be by the. ſpiric of mecknels | 


and gentleneſs inſtrufed, and if it be poſlible be. 


wonne unto the truth,and delivered from the ſnare ' 
of the Divel. | 


- . a . 
dangerous,yet notwithſtanding it it be evident that | 


they be purpoſely ſowed by men of turbulent and 
ungracious ſpirits, meerly tokindle flames, and fo- 
ment divifions, to lay the foundation of perpetual | 
broiles and jars in Church and State, to gratific | 
the common adverſary of the reformed Churches, | 
and to be ſubſervient unto his ends and deſigns, | 
inthis caſe the Apoſtle hath taught us to mark ſuch 
men, and to take heed of them, Rom. 16. 17. and | 
would not give place by ſubjx&tion for an hour un- 


to them, Gal. 2:45. 


3. Wherea Syncretiſme and agreement is al- 


lowable,yet we muſt love and joyn peace and truth 
rogether, Zach,8,19.we mult not betray the truth, 
or diflemble ir, or make 8 mixture of truth and | 
falſhood, a kind of Samaritaniſme in Religion { for 


| 


Ved 


of them ir is ſaid rhat they feared the L5rd, and ſer- | 
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ſerved their own gods, 2 Reg..17. 33. and there- 
fore Gods people would not-admit them into the 

ſociety ot building Gods houſe, £zra 4. 1, 2, 3.)' 
we muſt not adde or diminiſh one jot or title to/ 
or from divine truth,. or temper and reduce it to 

the Rules of meer humane wiſdom. Fero/oam , 

and Abaz acted beyond their power,when they ſer 
up ways of worthip, ſubſervienr unto carnal in- 

tereſt, and not according to the will of, God, we 

can do nothing againſt the truth, bur for 

the truch, 2: (or.13. 8. Matth.z 8, 19.Deut.' 
4+2.. | | 
4. When the Foundations. and neceflary Do-! 
Qrines of Law and Goſpel, of Faith , Worſhip, 
and Obedience are fate , and on all fides una-- 

nimouſly embraced, there in differences of an in-| 
feriour nature, which do not touch the Eſſentials, 
and vitals of Religion, mutwall tolerance, meekneſſe, 
and tenderneſs ts to be uſed , as amongſt brethren, 
-)and fellow members. In the body, if a finger 
have a Gazgrexe in it, which cannot be cured-, the 
body cannot without danger of deadly infeQion 
hold communion with that member , and there- 
fore it is ſevered and cut off, xe pars ſyucera Pra-. 
batwr 3 bur if it have ozely a bile, or ſome other 
leſs dangerous ſore, the other parts love and che- 
riſh it, and are not at all cruel and churliſh unto 
it. And this is conſonant to the Dodtrine of Scip-- 
tures, which teacheth. the Strong to bear with the! 
infirmities ofthe weak, Rom. I5. 1. the ſpiritual] 
torefore their Brethren with meekneſs, Gal. 6. 1. 


the members to have the ſame careof each other, 
ICos7: 


wy 
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I Cor. 12. 25. to do nothing through ſtrife, or van- 
glory, but in lowlineſs of minde to eſteem others 


1s greatly bereficiall to the Common Body. 1. Here- 


better then our ſelves, Phil. 2.'1, 2, 3. with low- | 
| lineſſe, meekneſſe, long-ſuffering, to forbear one another 
in love, endeacouring to-keep the untty of the Spirit, in 
the bond of peace, Ephel. 4. 2, 3. To follow peace 
with all men, with whom we may retain holrzeſſe 
' too, Heb.12.14.Peace is rhe Ornament and Honor | 
| of Religion, Zſal. 133. I. andrhe wiſdom which 
'is from above is firſt pure, and then peaceatlegentle, | 
full of mercy, Fam. 3. 17, 18. God is a God of | 
peace, and Chriſt a Prixce of peace, and his Le-' 
o4cy to his Church, was a Legacy of peace, Here- 
unto he hath caled us, to be allof one mind , and 
to love as brethren, 1 Pet. 3. 8, 9g. Love and a 
C pirit of urfity and peace is the zew Commandment, 
the Oyztment which ran down from the Head to 
the Members.He that þ not a man ot peace,cannot | 
be a man of God, this is an Oyntment which be. 
longs only to Chriſts body, Exod. 30. 33. Divuiſi-| 
0x5 are fruits of the feſt 1Cor.'9.3., 0 %oavr al 
a Childe of pride Prov. 13. 10. Lrght Vapors ma- 
ny times come down ingreat Tempeſts , andlight | 
diffcrences through pride may grow into great 
ſtormes , whereas Love co.ereth a multitude of 
ſans,1 Pet.4.8.. | 
And as itis conſonant tothe will of God, fo ir 


by we ſhew forth the communr0z of Sarnts, that we 
are all members of the ſame body, when we ſcck 
evcry man anothers. wealrh, 1 Cor. 10. 17, 24. 
|Oze Body is animared by oze Spirit, Ephef. 4. 4. 

Hereby 
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Hereby we are known fo be Chriſts Diſci ples Foh. 
13. 34,35. 2. Hereby we jointly promote the 


vouring is the wy to be conſumed, Gal. 5. 15. 


[tages of Common Enemies, when we fall out 
[amongſt our ſelves, Hoc Ithacws velit , & mag- 
20 mercentur Atride. 4. Hereby even cull in- 


which keeps things faſt together, Col. 3. 14. A 
| whole Fazgot is not. eaſily broken, cut away the 
Bond , and then without further breaking the 
ſticks will fall one from another, I will co- 
clude this point with two yood ſayings of renowned 


he ſhould callme Divel, yerI will t 
him as of an excellent ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt. The 
other of another perſon who 1s not there named , 
ſuch a man faith he is a ſincere Miniſter of Chriſt, 
a godly and a moderate man.,therefore though he 
diſſent from us, I will not ceaſe to love him 
ſill. | | 

V. I ſhall now proceed to ſpeak a few words 
touching the Rules which the Apoftle giveth 
for reconciling difference inthe Church : where- 
of the | 

Firſt is, to attend upon God in thoſe means and 
wales whereby he is pleaſed to reveale his truth 


| partiality,and with candid affeQions & judgments 
| to try the Spirits , as being aſſured char inall points 


welfare of the whole body, whereas biting and de- | 


3. Hcreby we prevezt the imſultations , and advan- | 


tereſt and ſafety is prelerved. - Charity 1s a Bond | 


Calvin, the one touching Luther, _ ſaith he, |catvineif. 
eſteem of | «d Bullinger, 


unto us, to diſpoſſeſle our ſelves of prejudice and | 


Anno.z5 44. f. 
383. Edit. 2. 
fel. @ p.138, 


| needful unto life & godlineſs 3 070 @paToy IS; % Ta > 
| E Tog9), 
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Greg, NaF. 
Orat. 44, 


y 


H-bx 2.25. 
AR: 16, I4, 


Mr'. 13-13. 


| Eph. 1.19. 


| L Joh, 5.20% 


26 


are 


|and knowledge of the Son of God unto a full fe- 
| rare, Ephel. 4.1213, 


| Heauen 


Brotberly Reconciliation. _ 


Te ion, he who hath already revealed that 
wherein weagree, will alſo reveale that wheres | 
in we differ, if with meckneſs of ſpirit, with- 
out wrath and cavillation , we doe waite up- 
on his Word. And the means thus to doe , 


1. To ſtudy the Scriptures, which are the aloze | 
Rule of all Controverſies, and are able to make ; 
n5w7ſe unto ſal :ation,and throughlyto furniſh us u- 
to every good work, | 
2, To atrend on the Ordinatices which 0 

the Scriprmre unto us, the Mzniftery which Chritt 
hath ereQed for this very purpoſe to perfe# the 
Stats, and to bring them by the unity of the Faith, 


3. Becauſe the Scripture may ſpeak, and the 
—_— reach, and the heart all the while be 
ſealed upand hear nothing, except rhe Lord from 

f cak, and oper the heart to attend, as he 
did the Learr of Lyaza, therefore we muſt ever 
remember Davids Prayer, Pſal. 51. 8. Make me 
to hearjoy and gladneſs , otherwiſe ſeeing 1' ſhall 
not fee, and hearing I ſhall not hear. Ir is rhe| 
Spirit of Wiſdom aud Revelation, which both open- 
eth the heart to the Word, giving an underſtand- 
ing to know the Scriptures, and openeth rhe Scrip- 
tures tothe heart, for he takes of Chrifts, and ſhew- 
eth it unto us, Joh. 16. 14. the Spirit doth not re- 
veale truth unto us, as he did in the Primitive pa- 
tefaCtion thereof to the Prophets and Apoſtles, 


by divine and immediate Inſpiration, or in a wy 
| 0 


C 
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doth it by, and out of the Scriptures ( which are 
the tull and perfe& Rule of Faith & Obediecnce)as 
Chriſt opened tv his Diſciples 7» the Scriptures 
the things which concerned himſelfe , Luke 
24.27. 
then the only l;ght by which differences are 
to be decided is the word, being a full Canon of 
Gods revealed will, for the Lord doth not now as 
| in former times make himſelf known by Dreams or 
| Vifions,or any other immediate way. To this the Apo- 
[tle referretbthe Church againſt danger of Wolves, 
{eAF. 20. 32. This he faith is profitable, e's 
Idunanies, mess y90% 2 Tim. 3. 16+ To this only 
St, eAuſtin had learned « Timorem & honorem defer- 
re. b $1 ad Divine Traditionts Caput & originem re- 
| |wvertamur Ceſſat error humanus. c Hec ſunt cauſe 
zotre documenta, hec fundaments, hec firmaments, 
| 4 And this is the meaning of Tertullias,. Optatue, 
| Vincentins Lirinenſis and others, when they teach 
| us to prove the truth of Dodtrine by Eccleſiaft:- 
| call Tradition, and the voice of the Church, for 
| they ſpeak of Apoſtolicall Churches , which Tertulli- 
' a2 Calls Matrices Eccleſias, and not of the the per- 
( emptory Authoritative deciſion of any preſent 
| Church, for they were all able in ſo ſhort a crime 
as was betweenthem and the Apoſtles, ro draw 
down fromthe Apoſtles a Dodtrinall ſucceſſion, 
which he calls Tradutem fidez, and to aſhgn 
time, Authors, and poſteriori 


| 


| 


'of ſimple Enthyſiaſme ,, but what he reveals he 
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' 334-1. 78 proe- 
mis. Greg, de 
Val. to.3. diſp. 
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2 Pet, 1.19, 
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| to: give that final ſenſe which my conſcience is 


| I. By the ManuduQtion and Miniſtry of the 


LR 


Brotberly: Reconciliation. | 


L decline controverfie,thus only in a few words. 

I. It is fit that he who made the werd ſhould be 
Fudge of the meaning of it, 1 Cor.'2. 11. e Cum! 
de rebus: dei ſermo erit concedamm cognitionem ſui Deo, 
faich Hilary. 

2. When any Aſſembly of men aſſume to 
themſelves a Judicature which they deny to 
others, they will ſhew ſome ground of the differ- 
cence, and ſome Commuſſion direGted to them, and 
not toothers , which the Church of Rome endea- 


$-—-z 4 


But then the ObjeRion is ,How ſhall I know the 
meaning of Scripture, wherof one giveth one ſenſe, 
| and another another,If there be not ſome infallible 

Judge to have recourſe unto? I anſwer,r. Ad homi- 
zem how ſhall I know that this man or Church is 


* bound to reſt in, rather then another man or ano- |- 
ther Church. 2, We fay, That the Word is 
£ perſpicuous and hath zotas infitas weritatis in all 
needfull truth , as being written not-for Scholars 
only , but for vulgar and illiterate men. And 
that this L;ght in the Word is manifeſted unto us, 


Church, pointing unto the Star which is ſcen by 
its own light. 2. Becauſe we bring not ſuch an 
implanted ſuitablencſs of Reaſon to 'Scriprure as 
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r Cor.2.14. 


———— 


we doe to other Sciences in whichthe principle 
are exaaly conſonant to the ingraffed notions o 


f 


ſoule to the light of the Word , there is required 
an a& of the Spirit opening the eyes, and drawing 

away the.veile, that we may diſcern the voice of 
Chriſt from ſtrangers, for having the minde of 
Chrift, we doe according to the meaſure of his. 
Spirit in us, judge ' of Divine truths as he 

did. 

Bur here again they object, That we make all' 
Religion hang upon a private ſpirit.” To which 
we fy, 1. That every true Believer hath the 
Spirit of Chriſt, Rom. $8. 9. 2. That Spirit doth 
enable to know and to judge, i Cor..2. 12. 1 Foh. 
4. 13. for Believers haue judicium diſcretionts , as. 
rhe menof Beyea.to'try the things which are taught 
them, AF, 17. IT. 
a private man, yet is zot apr: uate Spirit , becauſe 


private in regard of my property. to it, yet it 1s 
publick in regard of the currantneſs of ir. The 
Church by her Miniſters hath the urdinary pub- 
lick power of expounding Scriptures : bug not 
power to lcad the people to ſubſcribe ro ſuch ex- 
olitions as peremprtory and intallible , for they 
have a ſpirit of drfcerningto prove allthings, and 
hold faſt that whichris good. 
The Summe of all is. Therearc differences in 
the Church. in matters of. Religion : the remo- 
ving of them is to be expected from dre Re e-| 
lation :. God Reveals it by three concurrent means. 
Mi- 


| 


the minde, therefore, to proportion the eye. of the 


3. Thar this ſpirit,though in verbi 1.3.c.3. 


a $ Scripture.1. To 
not originally from that man, as my money, though, ſec, z.e.6 {.3. 


lohan 1,5, 
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Minifterialiter , by the ſervice of the Miniſtery, | 
Fudicialiter, by the Sentence of the Vord. - Eff 
caciter, by the illumination of the Spirit, kealing 
all thar folly, inadvertency, unbcliet , impeniten- 
cy, proud and contumacious reaſonings, where. 
by the carnall minde is not only indiſpoſed to re- 
ceive, but armed alſo ta, reſiſt the truth, and thus 
we having by Gods Spirit an eye, the Word 
having in1t {ac an evidence, and the Maniſtery 
dire&ing this eye to this evidence, ſo much of 
Gods Counſel is diſcovered as is neceſſary unto 
_ and holinefle here, and to ſalvation here- 
arter. | 

And our Saviour tclleth us that this Revela. 
tion is not always to the wiſe and prudent (though 
learning ſanRityed be an excellent help hercunto). 
Uut unto Babes, Matth. 11. 25. wherebyarenoted 
two preparative diſpoſitions unto the receiving 
of Divine truth. 1. Humility, and traFableneſs of! 
ſpirit, ameck and dociletemper. The poor re- | 
ceive the Goſpel. 2. Sprrituall hunger after the 
ſincere milk of the Word, praying and crying | 


4 
» 


for the knowledge thereof , that we may grow : 


N.0r.14,49 thereby. 


The ſecond means for healing diviſions in the | 
Church is to have an #54 ip9«oazuþ, ſome wnonze, 
ſome Fundamentall Doftrines wherein all agrce, 
this is the Bafis of unity and concord in the | 
Church. The « Ancients cal it,thcRule of faith,the 
Seed of Doctrine, the Catholick Faith; the Chara-.| 
Fer of the Church,that which is Comme to ſmall 
and ercat.St. 6 Paul, the for;dasey, the forme 
| | off. 
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| damentals in Fazth, that knowledge of God and 
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| © Brother Reconcoliation, 


of ſound Words, the principles of Dodtine, the 
Faith of the Goſpel, the an:ty of Farth, the Myſtery | 
of godlinefs, the Ryle by which we are to walk. | 
And theſe Fandameztals ate of three ſorts. 1, Fun- 


Chriſt, unto whichieternal life is annexed, Foh, 
17. 3. Fob. 8.24. Afis 4+11,12. 1Cor.1.23. 2, 
2,3,11. 2. Fundamentals 7 pra8tce, viz. Re- | 
ntance from dead works, fincere obedience, 
elf-denial, love of the brethren, &c. Zu. 1 3.5. 
Matth. 5.19,2vu, Rgom.6.1,2. Rom.8.1. Matth. 
I6. 24 1Foh.3.14. 3. Fundamentalls in Wor-| 
ſhip, to worſhip God in Spirit and Truth, to call} 
upon God izthe name of Chriſt as our Advocate and | 
Propitiation, zot to worſhip creatures , but to hold the 
head, to keep our ſelves from Idols , and communion| 
with Devils , Foh. 4. 24. Phil. 3.3. Fob. 16, 23. 
Col.3.17.(0l. 2, 18,19. | | 
Where there is agreement in theſe Fundamen- 
eals, there is 1, A fair way unto diſcovery. of 


Prixciples are laid, there is a great preparation 
nnto all true copclufions deducible from them, | 
and the more clearly-we underſtand the compre- 
henſion and latitude of theſcPrinciples;(which are 
Omnimm DoFerinarum Matrix ) the more $kill we 
have to diſcern the genuine deduCtion of true con- 
cluſions ,. and the inconſiſtency: of thoſe which 
are falſe and ſpurious, for matrers' of Divifton 
are to be meaſured by the Do&trines which we; 
have learned, Rom; 16..17.. we muſt not ſnffer 
any Doctrine to corrupt our: judgement, or cn- 
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truth in the things of difference : for where true |% 
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thrall our Conſcience , which doth either dir 

ly, or by viſible and juſt conſequence, overrurn , | 
or wrench, or ſhake, or endanger the Foundation, 
we muſt not doe with Do&trines in Religion, as 
Herodotw ſaith the Babylomians did with their Vir- | 
gins, ſell the fair 'ones to raiſe portions for the 
toule, plead agreement in Fundamentals for pre- 
varication inother things,for the Rule is made to 
redifie vther Errors by,not to warrant them. They | 


who conſent not in this neceflary diſpoſition to | 
Peace,but wil have al Opinions ſtrike ſail to, theirs, | 


a Cor«1.24, and will exerciſe Domrzation over the Faith and. 


| Biſhep uſhers 
Serm. on Eph, 
4-13. pag. 7+ 
Mornay de eccl, 
cap. 3.10. 
Gen.1 3.8. 


| 


| digladiations, but an owning of one another as Bre- 


ſaying to one another, as eAbraham to Lot, Let there 


Conſciences of their Brethren ( which is the calc | 
between us and the Roman Church, which boaſt. 
eth of her 1nfallibility, and that her Laws binde | 
the Conſcience, as if the Pope and not Chriſt 
were to fit in Judgment atthe laſt day ) theſe I 
ſay will be found to have beenthe greateſt Sciſ-. 
maticks , Who by intollerable tyranny over the 
Conſciences, and cruelty over the Lrves of men, have | 
miſerably torne the peace and unity of the 
Church of Chriſt. ED” 
2.Where there is this agreement inFundameztals, | 
there ought to be mutual and Fraternall affetons, 
notwithſtanding differences in other things, no Re. 
proaches , no Exaſperations, no invidious conſe- 
quences , no odious imputations , no uncharitable 


threz, and a diſcuſſing and ventilating of the, points 
in difference with a Spirit of Love and meekneſs, 


be no (trife between thee and me, for we be brethren. 


II. The 


_ 
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| II. The laſt expedient which the Apoſtle uſeth 
for pacification amongſt Brethren, is, To walk by 
the [ame Ryle, and to mizde the ſame things, taat! uy yegry, 
js» norwithſtanding all their differences, to pre-| & 46. avb. 
ſerve unity in theſe three rhings , wzity af wills in| 7,4. _— 
Love, unity of holineſs in life, unity of ends in deſign, | © 
The Apollle putteth Faith and Love, Faith and 4\ Gal.s.6. 
good Coſcience together, calleth Chriſtian Do- |» Tim-1-19 
Qrine a Myſtery of godlineſſe , .and knowledge| ! 719:3:1* 
whiclr 1s according to godlizeſs, without this, our| 2 Tim. 1.13 
judgments are volatile and unfixed, for the heart! SG T. 
is extabliſhed by grace. He who holds truth ro ” = 
ſerve turns, or maketh it an Handmaid to his own 

haſts and ambition, like that Atheiſt in Hierom, Fac 


me Romane urbis Epiſcopum & evo protinu Chriftia-| Bieron, lib. 
zu, or like Hermogenes in Tertull:an, Legem det in _—_— 
libidinem defendit, in artem contemnit, wil for ad-| Tertul, conty, 


vantage be ready to ſet the truth to faile, and to| Hermeg. cn, 
Aman verita. 


exchange his opinion that he may gratifie his ;,,, ue 
luſt, And uſually we finde that through mens ems rad 
own wickedneſs, and the juſt judgment of God | £7 4ug: 


. | eonfeſ]. 
upon them. C orrupt lufts are the cauſes of corrupt | _— non Dee 


mindes, and that {arzall ends have been the riſe ſed purpu- 


and originall of 4angerow Heyeſies , as Tertullian| hs 
hath obſerved of 'Yalentinus the Heretick , and | Terra). conty, 
Theodoret of eArim. Carnall ends and crooked ord f 
affeRions open a paſſage unto Heveticall Opini-| 1. .c.z. Arift. 
oas , and there is an excellent ſpeech of the Phi-| Meiaphy. 1.x. 
loſopher which gives us the reaſon of it, 
>a .& 2pectoes nar TH 40n ovpPaiyzomy, &s 8 frnvuuly wwws wo 
> Er hy MYR, Ie: 
That commonly as mens courſes of life are, fo | 
| F would' 


- n—_— 
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—— 


"?/ 


TG,30,10,11 
Jer.5.12,1 3,31 
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Ee, 


— 


would they have the Doftrines to be which their 
Teachers tnftru& them, notable examples where- 
of we have in Scripture... The: beſt way then to 
top that waercin we differ, is to obey that where- 


| in we avree,for as 2 corrupt heart will make a cur- 
rupr judgment, ſo purity of heart is a good ſtep 


unto uatie of judgement, the Lord having pro- 


\miſed that they who do his will ſhall know his do- 


rine, Joh.7.27. that they who are his ſheep ſhall 
diſcern his voice, Joh. 10.4. that the meck he will 
teach his way, and reveal his ſecret to them that 


fear him ,, Plal.25.9,14,. Let us therefore as we 
haue received Chriſt ſo walk in him, and we ſhall 
certainly reap one of theſe two fruits,cither we 
\ſhall ger co the knowledge of the truth, and fo our 
| differences ceaſe, or we ſhall ſoallay them with 
humility aud love (as Auftia obſerves of Cyprian ) 
that they ſhall never break forth into'bitterneſle, 
poi, or ſ{cornful eſteeme of our fellow bre- 
ren. | 

Econcludeall with a very few words of exhor- 
tation unto this Honourable Aſſembly, all ground- 
ed upon the particulars of the Text. 

I. To acknowledge withthe Apoſtle your own 
emper fefion. Solomon was ſenſible of the d:ſparity 
between his work and his ſtrength, and fo all good 
men are; andthereupon, 1. wart upon God for wiſ< 
dome , Jam. 1.5. 2. Do mot- precipitate counſels , 
but mature them by grave and full deliberation. 
Ita enim nati eftis ut bona malaque veſtrs ad Remp. 
pertineant, 


+2, To ſettle and. ſecure the weighty ——ce 
| QT 


— 


CC 


Brotherly Reconciliation. 
of righteouſyeſſe Ly Chriſt aloze , of holincſle and 


conformity to-his death and reſurrcRion, of ;m- 
| perfe:0u of humane righteouſneſs, of neceſlity of 
| dacly progreſſe in the waics of grace, and of thoſe 
| means which Chriſt hath ſet up in his Church in 


order thercunto, | 
3. In making Laws and penalties.to be tender 


towards the weak conſciences of your brethren. 
[There is indeed a very great Tezeration » due to 
Laws, and Magiſtrates do with good reaſon ex- 
pc& to have their Sanctions obeyed rather then 
diſputed : But they muſt remember they are 
trethren as wellas Magiſtrates, and therefore muſt 
take heed of writing or binding heaty turdeys z no 
Law-maker can know the lawtulnefle of his own 
edicts more certainly then the Apoſtles knew that 
Legal ceremonies were extinguiſhed by the death 
of Chriſt, Yet knowing likewiſe the weakneſs 
of their brethren the Jews , they did not preſent- 
ly pur forth their Apoſtolical authority tothe in- 
hibiting of them , but ſuffered them to die a 


lingring death, Iris a fad thing to be reduced un- |. 


ro that uncomfortable Dilemma, of chooſing ei- 
ther iniquity (as to a mans own conſcience I 
mean) or affiiftion. And it by any means he be 
brought unto it , he may take more, .comfort in 
ſuffering it, then others in inflicting it, I ſpeak 
nor this to weaken the hands of Law-makers , or 
to derogatc from the authority of Laws ( unto 


which I thall ever both ougef princifiles of conſer- 

ence and prudence, carrie all Revefence and ſub- | 

miſſion, cither cheartully ro do , or meckly to 
F2 -- | 


_Y 
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Iſa, 10, 1, 
Mat. 23. 4, 
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Brotherly Reconciliation. 


—_————— 


ſuffer.) - But I ſpeak it as an hum#le caution, that 
ſince there are Ge of humble and quict ſpirits 
who may ſometimes be otherwiſe minded , Laws 
may be made ſo exatly conſonant to the general 
rules of the word, .and may have ſuch prints aud 


" |evidences of their own goodneſs, wholſomnels , 


and rightcouſneſſe in chem, as that they may not 
by any rational exception or ſemblance of equity, 
be declined or objeed agatnſt. \ 

And I would here withal diſtinguiſh berween 


men of a meek, humble and patient temper , and 
others of buſie, boiſterous, turbulent ſpirits , who 


'under pretence of conſcience do at any time in- 
[gage in actions apparently inconſiſtent with righ- 


'reouſneſs and (peace; for we are ſure that the 


Eaws of Chriſt do require all men to lead quiet 


. | and peaceatle, as well as god and boneſt lives, un- 


der the Laws of men. And no man can with any 
probable prerence of good conſcience tumultuate 
againft publick order and peace in Church or 
State. 


Church 4y his Spirtt and word, as the ordinarie 
means thereunto , therefore ſpeciall care ſhould 
be had that theſe means be dulyuſed and applied 
by authorizing, countenancing,encouraging , pro- 
reCting , rewarding the faithful Miniſters of the 
Goſpel in the due diſcharge of their duties ; not 
ſuffering their perſons , functions, doQrines, la- 
bours, or comforts to be afſaulted by any turbu- 
lent or malicious oppoſers. 


5.” To lay to heart the breaches and differences 


i 


4. Since the Lurd doth heale breaches in his 


which | 


— 


Brotherly Reconciliation 
which are amongſt is,and to pour oile and balm 
into the wounds of the Church , and to applic all 
requiſite expedients for the cloſing of them, conſi- 
dering the great advantages which adverſarics 
take by our differeng yu. diviſions, 

6. To countehiance and encourage fundamental 
| cruths, wherein all agree, and as much as may 
be ro hinder thoſe drgladiations,, whereby the 
common enemic 1s graried , and his intereſt pro- 
moted by animoſities from the preſſe, over 
which it were very necdful that there were a 


— — 


great difference between a libertie allowed men 
berwcen God and their own conſciences, and a 
power to ſowe their tares , and to fpread rheir 
leaven into the whole lump. 

7. To mannage all councels and conſultations 
by the Rule of the Word : For though Iam nor of 
their opinion, who would have no other 
humane Lawes , but ſuch as are formally to 
be found in the Scripture , yet there are there 
general Rules of Equity, Truth, Juſtice, Expedien- 
cy, Liberty, unto which all humane Laws ſhould 
be conformable. 

{ 8, Tocyeand mzae the ſame things, to have all 
.the ſame joynt and honourable ezds, to have no 
divided intereſts, no domeſtical Reflections , but 


ſingle upright aimes at the glorie of God , the| 
truth of the Goſpel, the power of godlineſs , the | 


[Intereſt of Chriſt, the ſoules of men , the 
| peace , tranquilitie and happineſs of theſe Na- 
| t10Ns. | 3 


| 7. Laſtly, | 


| more provident ſuperinſpeaion : there being a | 


9D. 
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7. Laſtly, to waite continually upon God for 
connſel and guidance by his Spirit, for CA cceptation 
with him and his people, for bleſſing and ſuc- 
ceſſe upon all righteous and honourable under-} 
takings, that he would give you one heart and one, 
way, and cauſe you to know the way wherein you. 
ſhould walk, and do nothing by you but that a- 
lone which may proinote his glory, advance his! 
truth, rejoyce hs people, tend to the calming of | 
unhappy differences, and to the reducing of theſe 
diſcompoſed Nations unto unitie and ſerenity | 


_m——_— 


For which purpoſe let us pray, &c, EY] 


FINIS. 


—_— 


—— 
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The Reader is deſired to amend , by the ſenſe, the 


Errors in taiſe pointing, and 1n one ot the Sermons {| 


to corre theie te fauits. 


Brotherly Reconciliation, 


Page 5. line 14. put ou: the wor A. 1.16, read Athletical, p. 2% ! 
I. 8, for will, r; muſt. line 26, for acedfal, r, necefl3ry, 


| | 


